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The revolt of Nasr ibn Shabath al-‘Ugayli in thepep Euphrates basin in 811-825
attracted considerable attention from both Muslimd &hristian writers, but they treated
it very differently. Our chief Muslim source (Ib&bi Tahir Tayfur) regarded it as a
challenge to caliphal supremacy, and more broadlyaahreat to the political and
religious unity and integrity of the Islamic comniyn He says nothing about Nasr's
impact on the territories and peoples that fellamiis control. In contrast, the Syrian
Orthodox patriarch Dionysius of Tell-Mahré, portedythe revolt as a exceptionally
violent assault on the Christian communities of tNoByria and the Jazira. He is
predictably indifferent to the ideology of caliphauthority. However, a close
examination of Dionysius’ narrative reveals that thriteria which he uses to condemn
Nasr's violence are precisely those articulatedcbgtemporary Muslim writers (Abu
Yusuf, and the epistle of Tahir ibn al-Husayn)heit discussions of just rulership and of

the rights and disabilities of the caliph’s non-Niunssubjects.



